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(54) Back cover for a mobile phone 

(57) A back cover for a mobile phone is described. 
The cover comprises an etongate body hav&ig an outer 
surface exposed on attachment to the phone and inner 
surfaces compridng first and second gtdding surfaces; 
and lodobJe restrainng means arranged to co-operate 
with corresponding restraining means of the phone on 
the movement of the cover with reject to the phone 
abng said guiding surfaces, thereby preventing sub- 
stantial movement of the body with reject to the phone 
in said lengthwise direction. The lockabie restraining 



means of the cover or the con-esponding restraining 
means of the phone comprises a resilient, outwardly 
flexible part This part resilienHy flexes on s^ move- 
ment of the cover with respect to the phone along said 
guiding surfaces and fbnns a user releasable locking 
engagement between the cover and the phone. The 
locking engagement is released by the user pulling out- 
wards on the member. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a ca^er for a 
mobile phone and In particular a back oover for a mobile 
phone. 

[OO02] Back covers are typically us^ in mobile 
phones to keep the battery cell In position. The cover 
may house the battery or the battery nr^y be housed in 
the phone itself. 

10003] tt is desirable for the cover to easily attach to a 
phone and to be securely fastened thereta It is prefera- 
ble for a user to be able to detach and attach the cover 
so thst the battery can be replaced. Current back covers 
for mobile phones are carefully designed to fuifa these 
functions. For example in the NOKIA 61 10 handset, the 
back cover contains a sprung latch mechanism. A 
spring loaded boH' extends from each side of the cover. 
When the cover is attached to the phone the bolts are 
forced to retract opening a latch. The bolts extend when 
the cover is slid into its final potion closing the latch. 
The bolts prevent the cover bang removed from the 
phone. A button on the back of the cover is coupled to 
the bolts. When the button is depressed the boKs retract 
evening the latch and allounng the cover to be removed. 
[0004] GB 2.224.5595 and GB 2.285,657 describe 
battery housings for removable attachment to a mobile 
phone body Each housing has a latch including a catch 
on Ite Interior and a pushable portion on its ext^ior. The 
c^tch engages a pocket in the body of the phone and 
hoWs the housing in place. Pushing the exterior portion 
causes a cantilevered torsion beam to rotate and the 
catch to be retracted from the pocket. This allows the 
removal of the housing. The latch mechanism is inte- 
graUy connected to the housing via both ends of the tor- 
sion bar but is otherwise detached from the housing. 
The torsion bar htas the pushable portion and the catch 
extending therefrom in opposite directiorrs. The catch 
towardsthe centre of the houang and the pushable por- 
tion towards the edge of the housing. GB 2, 285, 657 
acfcfitionalty descnbes the use of an angled surface at 
the leading portion of the catch and a conBsponcfingly 
angled surface adjacent the pocket in the phone body. 
When the cover is attached to the body by sliding move- 
ment the surfaces co-qMrate to force the catch "up and 
over" into the pocket 

[000$] It would be desirable to produce a simple cover 
which functions well. However, moving the ^rung com- 
ponent from the cover into tiie phone is undesirable as 
it uses up room In the phone. 
[0006] According to one aspect of the present inven- 
tion there is provided a oover, for attachment to a mobile 
phone, conrprislng: an elongate body having an outer 
surface exposed on attachment to sakJ phone and inner 
surfaces comprising gidding surfaces; and lockabie 
restraining means arranged to co-operate with cone- 
sponding restr^nlng means of the phone on said move- 
ment of the cover with respect to the phone along said 
guiding surfaces, said lockabie restraining means pre- 



venting substantial movement of the body with respect 
to the phone, during said co-operation, in said length^ 
wtee direction, wherein saM lockabie restraining means 
comprises a resilient, outwardly flexible member defin- 

s Ing a part of said bod/s outer surface, the member 
being annnged to resilientiy flex and form a user releas- 
able locking engagement with the con-esponding 
restraining means of the phone on said movement of 
the cover with respect to tiie phone along said guiding 

10 surfaces and arranged to be pulled outwards by the 
user to release said locking engagement 
[0007] According to another aspect of the present 
invention there is provkied a mobile phone, having a 
cover attached thereto, said cover comprising: an elon- 

IS gate body having an outer surface exposed on attach- 
ment to said phone and Inner surfaces comprising first 
and second guiding surfaces; and lockabie restraining 
means arranged to co-operate with con-esponding 
restraining means of the phone on said movement of 

20 the cover with respect to tiie phone along said guiding 
surfaces, and thereto preventing substantial movement 
of the body with respect to the phone in said lengthwise 
direction, wherein said lockabie restraining means of 
ti^e cover or the con-e^nding restraining means of the 

25 phone comprises a resilient, outwardly flexible mender 
an^nged to resilientiy flex and form a user reieasable 
bddng engagement between tiie lockabie restraining 
means and the con-esponding restraining means on tiie 
phone on said movement of tiie cover with req>ect to 

30 the phone along said guiding surfaces and arranged to 
be pulled ouiwards try tiie user. 
[0008] The cover is Bghtweight and ttie locking mech- 
anism is simple and small. The use of the cover there- 
fore has weight and space advantages. 

35 [0009] The member is preferably positioned at tiie 
edge of the body. The member may extend from tiie 
edge of the cover and form a cantilever. The member is 
preferably located in a symmetric position at the edge of 
tiie cover. The member is preferably Integra! witii the 

40 oover. 

[0010] The cover may be one-piece. Preferak»Iy the 
cover is fornix from injection moulded plastics. Conse- 
quentiy the cover has no internal components such as 
springs or levers and Is very easy to manufactwe. 

45 [0011] The resIllentfiexibilityofthemKnber preferably 
arises in part or in whole from tiie defonnation of tiie 
cover. The cover is preferably held at its lateral edges to 
tiie phone while the member Is pulled by tiie user. This 
outward force applied to the cover through the member 

50 causes tiie cover to bow about its lengthwise axis as its 
lateral edges are held. 

[0012] The resilient flexibility of tiie member ji^eferabiy 
anses in part or in whole from tiie flexibility of tiie canti- 
levered member about is point of atlachment to tiie 
55 body 

[001 3] Holes, cut-outs or apertures are not required in 
tiie back of the cover to provkie for tiie flexibility of tiie 
member, which may improve the phone's water resist- 
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ance. 

[0D1 4] Tlie flexible member may have a lace for abut- 
ment« aubstantialty perpendicular to said lengthwise 
direction, forming a part of said Inner surfaces. This face 
abuts with a corresponding face defined by the phone, 
which is also substantially perpendicular to the length- 
wise direction. Tlits face and the corre^onding face 
prevent substantial movement of the body with respect 
to the phone and form part of the user releasable lock- 
ing engagement 

[001 51 The flexible member may have a camming sur- 
face, fonning a part of said Inner surfaces. The cam- 
ming surface is arranged to co-operate with a 
con-esponding camming surface of the phone such that 
on movement of the cover in a lengthwise direction to 
attach the cover to the phone, the guiding surfaces co- 
operate to force said member to flex. 
[0016] Tlie camming and abuttng surfaces on the 
flexible member are preferaUy acflacent and preferably 
fonn surfaces on a protmston from the underside of tiie 
flexible member. The phone then has a con-esponding 
recess with the conresponding abutting surface forming 
part of the recess and the conresponding guiding sur- 
face positioned adjacent said recess. On movement of 
the cover in a lengthwise (upwards) direction, the pro- 
jection and flexible member ride up and over the corre- 
sponding camming surface. The resiiient member 
q^ngs back to its non-flexed position placing the pro- 
trusion in the recess. Movement of the cover in a down- 
ward direction urges the abutting suiiiace and 
conresponding abutting surface together. A locking 
arrangement ts thus formed in which ^e pipjection 
forms a tenon and the recess forms a mortica 
[0017] The phone may be provided witii a depression 
on its back surface acljacent the recess. A user may 
then unlock the lockable restraining means by placing a 
fingernail under the flexiUe member, flexing tiie mem- 
ber in an outwards direc^on and simultaneously urging 
the cover in the downwarcfe direction. 
[0018] The mender may extend from one edge of the 
body. Preferably the member extends from the top edge 
of the body; being defined by the direction of the 
upwards sliding movement of the cover with respect to 
the phone to form said user releasable locking engage- 
ment. 

[0019] The lockable restraining means may comprise 
third and fourth restraining means positioned with 
lengthwise separation, said fourth restraining means 
comprising said flexible member. 
[0020] The f lexibl e member is preferably positioned at 
the top of the body and Is used to prevent, when in lock- 
ing engagement, at least the movement of the cover in 
the downwards direction. The third restraining means is 
used to restrain the movement of the cover in at least 
the upwards directton. 

[0021] The third and fourth restraining means may be 
positioned at opposing lengthwise extremities of the 
body. The positioning of the third and fburtti restraining 



means towards the extreme top and bottom ends of the 
cover provides a better fit between the cover and phone. 
[0022] The third restraining means may define a face 
for abutment, substantially perpendicular to said out- 

6 wards direction, forming a part of said Inner surfaces. 
This face Is arranged to abut with a corresponding face 
of the phone, if the cover is moved with respect to the 
phone in an upwards direction when the cover is being 
fitted to the phona The third restraining means and Its 

10 corresponding restraining means of the phone thus 
form on ttie upward sliding movement of the cover with 
respect to the phone,* a ctasp ttiat prevents removal cf 
the cover. The face may slant forming an acute angle to 
the lengthwise direction. The conresponding face of the 

IS phone is con-espond'mgly slanted. When the cover is 
nnoved upwards with respect to the phone frie slanting 
or bevelled face of the third restraining means and the 
con-esponding face abut. This causes tiie cover to be 
urged into close contact wrth the phone. Additionally this 

20 abutment prevents the movement of the cover in the 
outwrard direction and limits tiie extent cff movement in 
the upward directlDn. 

[0023] The third restraining means may be a tongue 
extending from tiie inner surfaces of the body substan- 

SB tially in said lengthwise direction The tongue may. be. 
inserted in and abut with a slot in said phone 
[0024] The cover may furtiier comprise releasabie 
restraining means ananged to releasably co-operate 
with conespondingly positioned restraining means of 

30 the phone on nravement of the cover wrth respect to the 
phone along said guiding surfaces, said releasable 
restraining means allowing substantial movement of the 
body wttii reject to the phone, during said co-opera- 
tion, in said lengthwise direction only. 

35 [0025] The releasable restraining means may be posi- 
tioned on the inner surfaces of tiie body and comprise 
first and second restraining means; each of said first 
and second restr^nlng means defining a first face for 
abutment, substantially perpendicular to saki outward 

40 direction but fonning an acute angle to ^e lengthwise 
directioa 

[0026] The first faces are ananged to abut witii corre- 
sponding faces of the phone, also substantially perpen- 
dicular to the lengthwise direction, to prevent substantial 

45 movement of tiie body with respect to the phone, during 
said co-operation, in said outward direction. Each of the 
first and second restraining means witii their conre- 
sponding restraining means of tiie phone thus form on 
the upward sliding movement of the cover with respect 

so to the phone, a dasp which prevents removal of tiie 
covw in tiie outward direction. 
[0027] The corresponding faces of th e phone are cor- 
respondingly slanted. \Mien the cover is moved 
upwards witii respect to tiie phone to form the releasa- 

55 bte locking engagement tiie slanting or bevelled frst 
face and the con'esponding faces abut This causes tiie 
lateral edges of tiie cover to be urged into close contact 
with the phone. Additionally tiiis abutment prevents tie 
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movement of the cover in the outward direction and (inv 
Its the extent of movement In the upward direcBon with 
respect to the phone. 

[0028] The first and second restraining means may 
each define a second face, substantially perpendicular 
to said lengthwise direction. The second faces can act 
as stops preventing excessive movement of the cover 
on release of said lockable restraining means, by abut- 
ting with corre^ondtng faces of the phone also perpen- 
cfiCLdar to the lengthwise direction of the phona 
[00291 The first and second restraining means may 
each define a third face, substantially parallel to said 
second face and positioned opposite said second face 
with a lengthwise displacement thereto. The third faces 
and second faces can ad as stops preventing the nrus- 
alignment of the cover with the phone on fitting the 
cover to the phone, by abutting with con-esponding 
faces of the phone. 

[0030] The first restraining means may be a length* 
wise extending recess or a protrusion with the corre- 
sponding restraining means on the phone being a 
protrusion or a lengthwise extending recess respec- 
tively. The protrusfon may also extwid lengthwisa Cor- 
responding recesses and protrusions co-operate to 
prevent substantial movement of the cover other than in 
said lengthwsB direction. The first, second and third 
faces form the external faces of a protrusion or the Inter- 
nal faces of a recesa Access to the recess by said pro- 
trusion is restricted so that the cover cannot be 
incorrectly attached to the phone. 
[0D31] The f&'st and second restraining means may be 
positioned adjacent said guiding surfaces There may 
be first and second guiding surfaces running substan- 
tiaDy parallel to the length of the body. The guiding sur- 
faces may be positioned at opposing lateral extremities 
of the body. The guiding surfaces ws^ extend the length 
of the body The guiding surfaces may be substantially 
flat, with each surface having one or more low relief 
bumps thereon. 

[0032] The cover have at least one point along its 
length a cross-section having the shape sutsstantialty of 
a shallow U with the third andi fourth restraining means 
positioned on the opposing Inner surfaces. 
[0033] According to another aspect of the invention 
there is provided a cover, for attachment to and detach- 
ment from a mobile phone, comprising: 

an elongate body having an outer surface exposed 
on attachment to said ii^one and Inner surfaces 
comprising first and second guiding surfaces 
extending substantally parallel to the length of the 
body; and 

a resilient outwardly flexible mender having an 
upper surface defining a part of said body's outer 
surface and a lower surface having a recess 
defined therein or a prdru^on extending therefrom 
wherein the member is positioned at an edge of the 
body and an-anged to be pulled outwards by a user, 



^e member outwardly flexing for detaching the 
cover. 

[D034] According to a still further aspect of the present 

5 invention there is provided a mobile phone, having a 
user attachaWe/detachatrfe cover attached thereto, said 
cover comprising an elongate body having an outer sur- 
face exposed on attachment to said phone and inner 
surfaces comprising first and second guiding surfaces 

10 extending substantially parallel to the length of the 
body; and a resttient outwardly flexible member having 
an upper surface defining a part of said body*& outer 
surface and a lower surface having a recess d^ined 
therein or a protrusion extending therefrom wherein the 

IB member Is positioned at an edge of the body and 
arranged to be pulled outwards by a user, member 
theretjy outwardly flexing to detach the cover. 
[003^ The recess or protrusion of the flexible member 
may be arranged to form respectively a mortice or tenon 

£0 of a locking arrangement with a phone on said move- 
ment of the cover with respect to the phone along said 
guiding surfaces. 

[0036] The cover may also comprise releasabie 
restraining nr»eans having a pair of recesses or protru- 
25 sions extending substantially parallel to said guiding- 
surfaces and positioned at opposing lateral extremities 
of the body. 

[0037] The resilient flexibility of the member may arise 
from the flexibility of the cover to which it is attached, the 
30 cover deforming to form the releasabie locking engage- 
ment 

[00381 For a better understanding of the present 
invention and to understand how the same may be 
brought Into effect, reference wilt now be made by way 
35 of exanple only to the accompanying figures in which: 

Rgure 1 is an oblique view of a mobOe phone and a 
cover before attachment of the cover to the phone; 
Rgure 2 is an oblique elevated view of the backside 
40 of a cover; 

Rgure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the mobile 
phone taken alorig ^e line XX in Figure2; 
Rgure 4 illustrates how a cover is attached to a 
phone; 

45 Rgure 5 shows one type of latching arrangement, 
which attaches the cover to the phone; 
Rgure 6 shows another type of fastening which 
at^ches the cover to the phone; and 
Rgure 7 shows a further type of cla^ which 

so attaches the cover to the phone 

[0039] Rgure 1 Blustratas a mobile telephone having 
a casing 1 00 and a cover 2 for attachment to the phone. 
The phone has a front face 104 and. in its bade, a 
55 recess 102 for rec«ving a iDattery cell. The cover 2 pre- 
vents the battery from falling out and keeps the battery 
dry. 

[0040] The cover has an outer surface 4 and inside 
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surfaces 6 Illustrated in more detail in Figure a. It has 
guiding surfaces 70 mnning along each lateral edge of 
the Inside of the cover, a resilient flexible member 10, 
hanrfng a protrusion 12 on its underside, positioned at 
the top 7 of the cover, a first clasp 20 posittoned on the 
Inside of the cover towards the bottom B of the cover, 
second and third clasps 30 and 40 positional on the 
inside of the cover at one of the lateral edges of the 
cover adjacent one guiding surface 70 and fourth and 
fifth clasps 50 and 60 positioned on the inside of the 
cover at the other lateral edge of the cover adjacent the 
other guiding surface. 

I0M1] The phone 100 hasguidingsurfaces 170 which 
co-operate with the guiding surfaces 70 of the cover to 
allow the cover to slide on the phone casing, a recepta- 
cle 110 for forming a fastening with the protrusion 12 of 
the fiexlble member 10, a first corresponding cla^ 120 
positioned towarcte the bottom of the phone which forms 
a fastening with the first dasp 20 of the cover, and sec- 
ond, third, fourth and fifth coresponding clasps 130, 
140, 150. 160 which each form a tastening with respec- 
tive ones of the second, third, fourth and fifth clasps 30, 
40. 50 and 60 of the cover 2. 
[0042] A co-orcOnate syst^ is illustrated In each Rg- 
ure. The co-oidinate system Illustrates directions 
referred to In the fbllowffig including tengtiiv^se direc- 
tions comprising an upwards direction U and a down- 
wards direction D. lateral or wkitfiwlse directions D, an 
outwards direction O and an inwards direction L 
[0043] The resllientf lexbie member 1 0 and the recep- 
tacle 110 form a fastening Slustrated in more detail in 
Rgure 6. The resilient flexible member 10 has a protru- 
sion 12. The protrusion 12 has a sloping camming sur- 
face 16 which makes an acute angle to the lengthwise 
direction txit which is parallel to the widthwise direction, 
and an at)utting surface 14 which forms a plane perpen- 
dicular to the lengthwise direction. The camming sur- 
face 16 is adjacent to and upwards of the abutting 
surface 1 4. The r&:eptacle 1 1 0 has a first recess 11 2, a 
stop 114 at the downwards end of the first recess 112, 
having a face perpendicular to the lengthwise direction, 
a sloping camming surface 116 at the upwards end of 
the first recess 1 12. a second recess 113 adjacent and 
upwards of the camming surface 1 1 6 having an atnitting 
surface 118 perpendicular to the lengthv^^e direcb'm, 
positioned at the downwands end of the second recess 
1 13. It wQl be appreciated from Rgure 6, that the heig^ 
of the fastening formed by the receptacle 1 10 and the 
member 10 and as illustrated by the armis AA is small. 
The fastening formed functions as a lock with the protru- 
sion 12 acting as a tenon and the second recess 113 
acting as a mortice. 

[0044] The first clasp 20 and the first corresponding 
clasp 120 form afastening as illustrated in more detail In 
Figure 5. The first clasp 20 has a protrusion or tongue 
26. A recess 24 is formed between the protrusion which 
extends from the cover In the upwards direction and the 
cover 2, which at this point makes an acute angle with 



the lengthwise direction. The outward face of the protoi- 
don 26 has an inclined abutting surface 22. The sbping 
abutting surface 22 forms a plane which is parallel to the 
widthwise direction and which forms an acute angle a 

5 with the lengthwfee direction. The first con-esponding 
clasp 1 20 has a protruaon 1 26, which defines a slot 1 24 
between itself and the casing 1 00 of the phone. TTie slot 
124 extends in the upward direction. In the interior of the 
slot 1 24. the outward face of the slot 1 24 has an inclined 

w alxjtting surface 122. The sloping abutting surface 122 
fomrs a plane whk;h Is parallel to the widthwise direction 
and which forms an acute angle a with the lengthwise 
direction. The slot 124 is sized to receive the protrusion 
26 and the abutting surfaces 122 and 22 are arranged 

jB 60 that they are urged against each other in the length- 
wise direction when the cover is attached to the phone. 
[0045] The second clasp 30 and the second corre- 
sponding clasp 130 fonrt a fastening as Illustrated in 
more detail in figure 7. The second dasp 30 has a first 

20 protnjslon 32 and a second protrusnn 33 dining 
between them an aperture 37. The first protrusion 32 
extends in the lengtirwise dire(^on and a recess 34 is 
formed between the protrusion 32 and the cover 2. In 
the recess, on the inwanj direction side, the protruston 

ss has an Inclined abutting surface 36. The sloping abut- 
ting surface forms a plane which is parallel to the width- 
wise direction and which forms an acute angle a with 
the lengltiwise direction. The first protrusion 32 also has 
a stopping surface 38 defining the downward side of the 

so aperture 37 to the recess 34. The second protrusion 33 
has a stopping surface 35, which defines the upward 
dde of the aperture 37. The stopping surface 35 
extends from the cover 2 and has a face, which is per- 
pBndk;ular to the lengthwise direction. The first conre- 

35 spondtng clasp 130 is tbrm^ ftx)m a protrusion, which 
has a sloping abuttrig surface 132 and a stopping sur- 
face 134. The protru^on is elongate and extends in the 
tengthunee drection. The abutting surface 132 is formed 
on the inward face of tfie protrusion. The abutting sur- 

40 face 132 Is a plane which Is parallel to the widthwise 
direction and which forms an acute angle a with the 
lengtirwise direction. The stopping surface 134 is planar 
and perpendicular to the lengtirv^se direction. The aper- 
ture 37 and second conresponding da^ 130 are sized 

45 so that the conesponding dasp 130 can be moved in 
the outwards direction through the aperture 37 and then 
slid downwards to co-operate with the first protrusion 32 
of the second dasp 30. The abutting surfaces 136 and 
32 are arranged to be urged together on this sliding 

50 movement thereby preventing the cover being removed 
in the outwards direction. The stopping surfaces 35 and 
130 are an-anged to limit the movement of the cover 2 
with respect to the phone when the cover is slid down- 
ward with respect to the phone to remove it. 

55 [0046] The second, third, fourth and fifth con-espond- 
ing dasps 130, 140, 150 and 260 are identical. The sec- 
ond clasp 30 and the fourth dasp 50 are identical. The 
third dasp 40 and the fifth dasp 60 are identical. The 
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third clasp 40 has the first protmsior^ 32 of the second 
dasp 30 but the second protrusion 33 is absent. 
[0047] The manner in which the cover is attached to 
the phone is illustrated In Figure 4. 
[0048] The cover 2 is moved towards the phone In the s 
inwards direction to fit the cover 2 to the phone. The pro- 
trusion 12 of the flexible member 1 0 fits into the first 
recess 112 of the receptacle 110. The protmsion 1 24 is 
aligned wiUt and positioned downwards of the slot 124. 
The second and fourth corresponding clasps 130 and w 
150 pass through the apertures 37 defined by the sec- 
ond and fourth clasps 30 and 50 respectively and are 
positioned downwards of the recesses 34 define by the 
first protrusions 32. The third and fourth clasps 40 and 
60 are positioned downwards of the recess 34 defined is 
by the first protrusions 32. The guiding surfaces 70 and 
the guiding surfaces 170 are aligned. The apertures 37 
of the second and fourth clasps 30 and 50 are arranged 
so that the cover cannot be Incorrectly attached to the 
phone. 20 
I0049I The cover is ^id in an upwards direction with 
reject to the phone along the guiding surfaces 70. The 
inclined abutting surfaces 22 and 36 of the clasps 20, 
30, 40, 50 and 60 of the cover 2 are brought into contact 
wttii the indined abutting surfaces 122 and 132 of the ss 
corresponding clasps 120, 130, 140, 150 and 160. This 
contact prevents the cover being removed from the 
phone In the outwards direction. As the cover is slid fur- 
ther In the upwards diredion the dasps and con'e- 
sponding clasps are urged togetha' and the camming so 
surface 1 6 of the flexit^e member 10 and the camming 
surface 116 of the receptecle 110 are urged together. 
The flextole member 10 rfdes up and over the camming 
surface 1 16 flexing outwards as it does so. This flexing 
arises from the cantiiever member bending about its 35 
point of attachment to the cover and, in addition, from 
the bowing of the cover itself caused by the outward 
force applied to the cover through the member and the 
restralrdng forces applied by the clasps keeping the 
cover in place. The protrusion 1 2 of the f lexBsle man):>er 4o 
then resiliently snaps back and Is received by the sec- 
ond recess 1 13. The co-operation of the second recess 
1 1 3 and the protrusion 12 prevent the cover being slid in 
the downwards diredion with resped to the phone. The 
co-operation of the clasps 20, 30, 40, 50 and 60 and 49 
their corresponding clasps 120, 130, 140, 150 and 160 
urges the cover Into close association vinth the phone 
and prevents the cover being sikl too far in the upwards 
diredion. 

[0050] The cover 2 is removed from the phone by so 
inserting a finger nail into the depression 106 behind the 
flexible member 10 and flexing the member in the out- 
wards direction while simultaneously sftding the phone 
in the dovtmwards direction. This flG)dng arises from the 
cantilever member bending about its point of attach- 55 
ment to the cover and, in addition, from the bowing of 
the cover itself caused by the outward force applied to 
the cover through the merrber 10 and the restr^nlng 



forces applied by the dasps keeping the cover in place. 
This flexing unlocks the latch formed between the flexi- 
ble member 10 and the receptacle 110. Hexing of the 
member 10 disengages it from the second recess 113 
and sEding the cover disengages the dasps 20, 30, 40. 
50 and 60 from the con*6sponding clasps 120. 130, 140, 
150 and 1 60. The sliding of the phone Is stopped by the 
abutment of the stopping surface 35 of the second pro- 
trusion 33 of the second and fourth clasps 30 and 50 
with the stop surface 134 of the corresponding dasps 
130 and 150. The cover 2 can then be easily lifted from 
the phona 

[0051] In the foregoing, a particular example of how 
one embodiment of the Invention can be carried out has 
been described. In particular, spedfk; fastenings have 
been described. However, where a recess and protru- 
sion con-espond and co-operate to form a fastening the 
recess may be part of the cover with the protrusion 
fonning a part of the phone or the recess may be part of 
the phone with the protrusion forming a part of the 
recess. The invention may be practised in many differ- 
ent ways v^out departing from the scope of the Inven- 
tion as defined in the daims. 

Claims 

1 • A cover, for attachment to a rndbWe plione, compris- 
ing: 

an elongate body having an outer surface 
exposed on attachment to said phone and 
inner surfaces comprising guiding surfaces; 
and 

lockatsle restraining means arrEinged to co- 
operate with corresponding restraining means 
of the phone on said movement of the cover 
with respect to the phone along said guiding 
surfaces, said lockat^e restraining means pre- 
venting substantial movement of the body vwtii 
respect to the phone, during sard co-operation, 
in said lengthwise direction, 
wherein said lockable restraining means com- 
prises a resSient, outurardly flexil^le menrtber 
defining a part of said body's outer surface ,the 
member being arranged to resiliently flex and 
iom a user releasabie lodcng engagement 
the corresponding restraining means of 
the phone on said movement of the cover wth 
respect to the phone along said guicting sur- 
faces .and arranged to be pulled outwards by 
the us^ to release said loddng engagement 

2. A mobile phone, having a cover attached thereto, 
said cover comprising: 

an elongate body having an outer surface 
exposed on attachment to said phone and 
inner surfaces conprising first and second 
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guiding surfaces; and lockable restraining body substantially in said lengthwise direction 
means arranged to co-operate with corre- 
sponding restraining means of the phone on 12. A cover or phone as claimed in any preceding daim 
said mavemenl of the cover with respect to the wherein said cover further comprises clasps 
phone along said guiding surfaces, and thereby 5 arranged to releasably co-operate with con-espond- 
preventing substantial movement of the body ingiy positioned dlasps of the phone on movement 
witii respect to the phone in said lengthwise of cover wijh respect to the phone along said 
direction, wherein said locloble restraining guiding surfaces, said clasps allowing substantial 
means of the cover or the con-esponding movement of the body vnth respect to the phone, 
restraining means of the phone comprises a to during said cO'Operation, in said lengthwise direc- 
resiiient, outwardly flexQ3le member arranged tion only; 
to resilientiy flex and form a user releasable 

locking engagement between the lockable 13. a cover or p^one as claimed in cialm 12 wherein 
retraining means and the con-esponding said clasps define a first face for abutment, sub- 
restraining nneans of the phone on said move- is stantially perpendicular to said outward direction 
ment of the cover with respect to the phone but forming an acute angle to the lengthwise direc- 
atong said guiding surfaces, and annnged to tion. 
be pulled outviards by the user. 

1 4^ A cover or phone as claimed in any preceding daim 

3. A cover or phone as dalmed in daim 1 or 2, 20 wherein said cover further comprises surfaces 
wherein said cover is one-piece without holes, cut- arranged to releasably co-operate with correspond- 
outs or other apertures.. Ingiy positioned surfaces of the phone on move- 
ment of the cover with respect to the phone along 

4. A cover or phone as claims in any preceding claim said guiding surfaces and thereby urge the phone 
wherein the resiG ent f lexibii ity of the member arises £5 and cover i nto closer contact 

in part or in whole from deformation of the cover. 

1 5. A cove or phone as claimed m any preceding daim 

5. A cover or phone as claimed in any preceding ct^m wherein said guiding surfaces are sitetanttally flat. 
Vktierein said flexible member has a face for abut- and each surface has one or more low relief btanps 
ment, substantially perpendicular to said length- so hereon. 

vi/ise direction, forming a part of s^ inner surfaces, 

16. A cover, for user-attadiment to and detachment 

6. A cover a phone as daimed in any preceding claim from a mobile phone, comprising: 
wherein said member extends from one edge of 

body. 35 an elongate body having an outer surface 

exposed on attachment to said phone and 

7. A cover or phone as claimed in any preceding daim inner surfaces comprising first and second 
wherein said bckable restraining means comprises guiding surfaces extending substantially paral- 
thlrd and fourth restraining means positioned with lei to the length of the body; and 
lengthv^se s^iBtion, said fourth restraining 40 a resilient outwardly flexible member having an 
means comprising said flexible member. upper surteca defining a part of said body's 

outer surface and a lower surface having a 

8. A cover or phone as datmed in daim 7 wherein said recess defined therein or a protrusion extend- 
thiitl and fourth restrainbig means are positioned at ing therefrom wherein the member is posi- 
opposing lengthwise extremities of the body. 45 t'oned at an edge of the body and arranged to 

be pulled outwards by a user, the mender 

9. A cover or phone as claimed in daim 7 or 8 wherein thereby flexing for detaching the cover 
said third restraining means defines a face for abut- 
ment, substantially perpendicular to said outwards 1 7. A mobile phone, having a user attachable/ detacha- 
direction, fonning a part of said Inner surfaces. 60 ble cover attach^ thereto, said cover comprising: 



10. A cover or phone as daimed 9, wherein said sec- 
ond face slants forming an acute angle to the 
lengthwise direciion. 

11. A cover or phone as daimed In any one of claints 7 
to 10 wherein said third restraining means is a 
tongue exterTding from the Inner surfaces of the 



an elongate body having an outer surface 
exposed on attachmeit to said phone and 
inner surfaces compridng first and second 
guiding surfaces extending substantially paral- 
lel to the length of the body; and a resilient out- 
wardly flexible member having an upper 
surface defining a part of said body's outer sur- 
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face and a tower surface having a recess 
defined therein or a protrusion eidendlng there- 
from wherein the member is positioned at an 
edge of the body and airangedto be pulled out- 
wards by a user, the member Iher^y flexing to s 
detach the cover 
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